
   

 

Issue No. 5                                              February 2021 

What does it take to protect a community? 

Inside: Historic Districting 101 — how you can make a difference. 

In recent years, we have endured an increasingly severe erosion of our neighborhood’s cul-

ture and history.  The loss of Morningside Heights’ architectural integrity has been painful to 

watch, as several all-luxury residential towers and out-of-context institutional buildings have ap-

peared, along with chain stores with no connection to our unique character and quality of life.  

Some community members are resigned to this corporatized fate.  Others, however, link arms, 

hold their ground, and say “enough.”   

We stand with these committed neighbors and want you to join us. 
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The Morningside Heights Historic District 

Committee is ready to take next steps in pro-

tecting our home.  We were successful in secur-

ing Historic District designation for a portion of 

our community in 2017.  That was just a start.  So 

much more needs to occur if we are going to pre-

vent further encroachment in the form of real es-

tate overdevelopment, the loss of local businesses, 

and overtaxed infrastructure. 

We are calling for additional protections in Morn-

ingside Heights through the districting of five ad-

ditional areas of our neighborhood, a challenging 

process defined by political will, local leadership, 

and  community organizing.  It’s got to happen. 

Welcome to MHHDC’s Phase II Campaign. 

Before we get into the mechanics of Historic Dis-

tricts, here’s what we see happening during the 

rest of 2021. 

Phase II Campaign Plan:                                                         

This is How We Make it Happen 

1.  Canvassing: March — August 

We engage with community members in the five addi-

tional proposed Historic Districts, to describe our effort 

and why it’s important. 

2. Survey and Petition: March — August 

Our online petition is now active here.  We need as many 

community members as possible to sign.  It’s up to us to 

motivate those who haven’t yet participated.  Our survey 

will be active soon. 

3.  Phase II Webinar: March 24, 5:30pm 

We educate as many people as possible on the Historic 

District process, as taught by local experts. 

4.  Community Rally: September 

We hold a positive and passionate, socially distanced 

event to raise awareness and encourage local support.  

We invite the media. 

The impacts we make during each of these steps will shape 

how we proceed during and beyond this campaign.  

Along the way, we’ll produce newsletters and videos, post 

on Social Media, and hold online events.  Our community 

urgently needs to advance additional protections now.  

New buildings are being planned and constructed today. 

We will  share details as events approach.  Now let’s 

take a step back.  How does Historic Districting work? 

mailto:mhhistoricdistrict@gmail.com
http://www.historicmorningsideheights.nyc
http://www.historicmorningsideheights.nyc
https://www.facebook.com/morningsideheights
https://www.change.org/p/chair-expansion-of-morningside-heights-historic-district?utm_content=cl_sharecopy_25888138_en-US%3A5&recruiter=1164762715&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=share_petition
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=377CGtRZHZk
https://www.facebook.com/morningsideheights
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebDOhX8GtF8
https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/02/ramsas-3041-broadway-begins-to-rise-above-street-level-in-morningside-heights-manhattan.html
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 The process of designating an historic district starts when the Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission (LPC) begins to consider an area worthy of special protection.  However, rarely does 

the designation of a neighborhood happen without substantial community involvement. 

MHHDC is clear that more of our neighborhood needs to be protected. The current Morningside 
Heights Historic District covers less than half of our community. We have submitted a Request for 
Evaluation to the NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission and are following up with their 
leaders and with local elected officials to advance the process.  As many community members as 
possible should join this effort to demonstrate our commitment to local protections. 

Here are the steps involved: 

• After submission, the LPC reviews the RFE, makes site visits, does further research, and decides 
if a district is worthy of further consideration. The community can also make known to the LPC 
that there is strong support for this designation in the form of letters, phone calls or e-mails to the 
Commission. It is also recommended that community members meet with the LPC chair and staff 
to tour the neighborhood.  (This is what our petition and community organizing can stimulate.) 

• Once the LPC decides that an area is worthy of further consideration, “calendaring” is the first 
official step in the designation process. Calendaring is the action of establishing that an item will 
be scheduled for a Public Hearing.  This is also when boundaries of the potential district are pro-
posed by the LPC.  (We have developed proposed boundaries based on sound historical and archi-
tectural significance for five areas of our neighborhood.) 

•The Public Hearing is the opportunity for members of the community, elected officials and inter-

ested parties to give testimony for or against the designation of the proposed district. Sometime 

after the Public Hearing (in most cases), the LPC will take a vote on the district. If the vote is fa-

vorable, a Designation Report is issued and the new historic district is now protected.  (Our Phase 

II Campaign will prepare us well for this.) 

https://historicmorningsideheights.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/18-preserving-the-next-phase-of-hrds.pdf
https://historicmorningsideheights.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/18-preserving-the-next-phase-of-hrds.pdf
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Five Additional Historic Districts have been proposed to the LPC. 

Here are the areas, from north to south.  

5.  Morningside Heights Historic District Extension: 

112th - 114th Streets, between Broadway and Amsterdam Avenue 

3.  Amsterdam Avenue - Morningside Drive North Historic District: 

118th - 122nd Streets, between Amsterdam Avenue and Morningside Drive 

 

4.  Amsterdam Avenue - Morningside Drive South Historic District: 

115th - 116th Streets, between Amsterdam Avenue and Morningside Drive 

1.  Riverside Drive - Claremont Avenue Historic District: 

122nd - 125th Streets, between Riverside Drive and Claremont Avenue 

 

2.  Broadway - Amsterdam Avenue Historic District: 

121st - 123rd Streets, between Broadway and Amsterdam Avenue 



 5 

By committing and working together, the MHHDC family has already accomplished so much.  Our 

shared efforts have benefited the Morningside Heights residents, workers, students, and visitors of to-

day.  More profoundly, though, we are ensuring that our community remains vibrant, diverse, and 

culturally rich for those who will live, work, and study in our neighborhood many decades from now.     

 

Now is the time to act.  This is our legacy.  Please join us. 

 

• Sign — and ask your friends and neighbors to sign — our Phase II Petition. 

• Volunteer to canvas in our five proposed Historic Districts. 

• Engage with us on Social Media. 

• Join our Action Team to prepare for the engagements before us. 

• Donate to help us cover our ongoing administrative costs. 

 

We all know “it takes a village.”  Let’s show those who would threaten our                                               

community how unified, committed, and indefatigable a village we can be. 

Clearly, this is an ambitious agenda.   

It is what must occur, however, if we’re going to have a  

fighting chance to protect the home we know and love. 

https://www.change.org/p/chair-expansion-of-morningside-heights-historic-district?utm_content=cl_sharecopy_25888138_en-US%3A5&recruiter=1164762715&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=share_petition
https://historicmorningsideheights.nyc/contact/
https://www.facebook.com/morningsideheights
https://historicmorningsideheights.nyc/contact/
https://checkout.square.site/merchant/MLSVKJHK0SEFX/checkout/5K4EFA3SA7YNLZC7HZ46TAKY


 6 

 

CATCHING UP WITH: Jim Mackin 

Jim is a “walking legend” in our community.  An amateur local 

historian with an encyclopedic knowledge of the neighborhood, 

Jim has been conducting his neighborhood walking tours for al-

most a decade, though they have been paused due to COVID.  His 

recent book, Notable New Yorkers of Manhattan’s Upper West 

Side: Bloomingdale — Morningside Heights (Fordham University 

Press), is already a neighborhood hit and is a treasure trove of bio-

graphical information on locals as far back as the Dutch Era. 

 

What distinguishes Morningside Heights and informs its Historic District designation? 

This is one of the most interesting neighborhoods in the city.  So many influential people from wildly di-

verse walks of life have connections to Morningside Heights.  This, combined with its architectural con-

sistency and beauty make it a natural Historic District and the fact this only happened for a portion of 

the neighborhood four years ago speaks to the challenges involved in the process. 

 

 Do you have any favorite sites in the neighborhood and why are they special to you? 

It’s hard to select one site, though anyone who knows me understands I’m a huge fan of Amsterdam Ave-

nue, between 110th and 111th Streets because the Hungarian Pastry Shop is located there.  That is one of 

my key local hangouts and I’ve done countless hours of reading and writing at those small tables, sur-

rounded by other book-minded folks. 

 

How did you initially become interested in history, architecture, and preservation?  

My background is in finance but I’ve always had a passion for understanding what places looked like be-

fore, who lived in them, and what these people’s backgrounds and motivations were.  It’s endlessly fasci-

nating and we are truly fortunate to live in a place in which so many different kinds of New Yorkers with 

so many far-reaching impacts have spent time.  It’s truly astounding and inspirational, from artists of 

all types to academics, activists, and government leaders.  A small plug: Read my book.  I think even lo-

cal history buffs will learn some interesting new facts about Bloomingdale and Morningside Heights. 

 

Editor’s Note: We are pleased to announce we’ll be featuring a notable Morningsider from Jim’s book in 

each new issue of our newsletter.  Thank you, Jim!  Buy Notable New Yorkers locally at Book Culture. 

https://www.weekdaywalks.com/
https://www.bookculture.com/book/9780823289295

