
   

 

Issue No. 4                                              January 2021 

Greetings, Morningsiders! 

We trust you are staying healthy and safe.  While the challenges of 2020 continue and ad-

ditional difficulties emerge, we view the new year as an opportunity to renew our commit-

ment to protecting our great community. 

We are proud of the fact that Morningside Heights hosted Dr. Martin Luther King on sev-

eral occasions.  His words resonate with us and offer a vision more relevant and urgent 

with each passing year.  We believe Dr. King would agree with our community-based pri-

orities and hope you will learn more about our work and get involved in our efforts.   

Commitment: Renewed 

“We are always on the verge of being mesmerized by uncertainty; but we must move on.” 

                                    Dr. Martin Luther King 

        The Riverside Church, April 4, 1967 

Inside: Campaign Details, Preservationist Profile, Opportunities to Engage…. 
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Where to begin?  Events over the past few 

weeks have seemed surreal. 

In this time of political discord it is im-

portant to reinforce our community bonds 

and expand our commitment to productive 

civic engagement.  In Morningside Heights, 

a large part of this means enhancing our ef-

forts to preserve our history and culture. 

The Morningside Heights Historic District 

Committee has been working diligently over 

the past year to refine our programs and 

communicate more effectively with commu-

nity members.  This is not a heavy lift among 

neighbors who agree that formal protections 

are needed locally.  However, we need to do 

more to reach those who are ambivalent 

about threats to our neighborhood. 

Now is the time for us to double-down on 

organizing and advocating for changes in 

policy.  Having conducted a variety of online 

events, petitions, surveys, and targeted dis-

cussions with numerous stakeholders, we 

are clear that we must advance meaningful-

ly on two fronts in 2021, in order to protect 

Morningside Heights from real estate over-

development, the loss of additional historic 

buildings, and the diminishment of our local 

culture. 

We need the engaged and focused efforts of 

neighbors over the next several months to: 

• Secure New York City Landmark status 

for McGiffert Hall.  This truly remarka-

ble residential structure is now owned by 

The Riverside Church and is facing an 

uncertain future; 

• Expand our Historic District efforts to 

include five additional areas.  Less than 

half of our neighborhood is currently 

protected, leaving many individual build-

ings and sections of Morningside Heights 

vulnerable to demolition. 

We have long been a community that values 

rightful civic engagement.  Unfortunately, 

we are living in a time when this is increas-

ingly forgotten and where profits supplant 

local history and community values. 

Enough.  Please join us as we work to pro-

tect what really matters in our shared and 

diverse home. 

mailto:mhhistoricdistrict@gmail.com
http://www.historicmorningsideheights.nyc
https://www.facebook.com/morningsideheights
http://www.historicmorningsideheights.nyc
http://www.historicmorningsideheights.nyc
https://www.columbiaspectator.com/opinion/2020/12/07/save-mcgiffert-hall/


 3 

 

1. Watch our new overview video to get motivated. 

 

2.  Sign our two petitions: 

• Landmark McGiffert Hall — More than 700 neighbors have already signed. 

• Expand our Historic District — Our new online petition will be added to the al-

most 1,000 we have already collected over the past several years.  If you’ve al-

ready signed the McGiffert Hall petition, we need your help here, too. 

 

3.  Attend our upcoming Zoom presentations on topics of interest to Morningsiders 

(details forthcoming). 

 

4.  Register for future demonstrations (in a COVID-safe manner) in support of our efforts. 

 

5.  Commit to engaging with three neighbors about the threats facing our neighborhood 

and ask them to join our mailing list and sign our petitions. 

 

These are the steps we must take as a community to defend our home.  They are real 

and legitimate ways to take a stand on behalf of the New Yorkers who live, work, and 

study in Morningside Heights today and those who will follow us in enjoying this in-

credible neighborhood in the future. 

Here are six ways you can become meaningfully engaged in 2021: 

   As always, THANK YOU for your interest and support.  We are available to answer ques-      

   tions or receive your suggestions.  Please visit our website or send us a note.  Best wishes  

   for a healthy and safe 2021. 

6.  Donate to MHHDC, in support of covering our ongoing administrative costs. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=377CGtRZHZk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.change.org/p/nyc-landmarks-preservation-commission-save-mcgiffert-hall-8b300a65-3f79-4191-947b-db8a59a6bf14?recruiter=1147988711&recruited_by_id=1ec25910-f3a8-11ea-b43e-09de8466ac9f&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=pet
https://www.change.org/p/chair-expansion-of-morningside-heights-historic-district?utm_content=cl_sharecopy_25888138_en-US%3A5&recruiter=1164762715&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=share_petition
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebDOhX8GtF8
mailto:mhhistoricdistrict@gmail.com?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20join%20upcoming%20MHHDC%20demonstrations
mailto:mhhistoricdistrict@gmail.com?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20join%20the%20MHHDC%20mailing%20list
http://www.historicmorningsideheights.nyc
https://historicmorningsideheights.nyc/contact/
https://checkout.square.site/merchant/MLSVKJHK0SEFX/checkout/5K4EFA3SA7YNLZC7HZ46TAKY
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CATCHING UP WITH: Allyn Shepard 

Allyn serves on the MHHDC Board.  She has lived in Morning-

side Heights for 12 years.  She is a retired attorney and current-

ly volunteers with the New York State Health Insurance Hot-

line.  Fun fact: Cecil B. DeMille lived in Allyn’s building. 

 

What distinguishes Morningside Heights and informs its Historic District designation? 

Morningside Heights is a time capsule, developed in a short time span after the subway 

made it an accessible and desirable neighborhood.  The number and range of  important 

Americans who from time to time called the neighborhood home is staggering and includes 

the Gershwins, Duke Ellington, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and Barack Obama. 

 

 Do you have any favorite sites in the neighborhood and why are they special to you? 

My favorite  building is Riverside Church because of both its beauty and its history.  It was 

conceived to be non-denominational — open to and welcoming of all.  It is architecturally 

stunning. 

 

How did you initially become interested in history, architecture, and preservation?  

I’ve been interested in history in all areas from childhood.  How can people know who and 

why they are as they are unless they know where they came from? 


